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mad; of course the army stands by the Emperor/'
Delighted to have so cheery an ally, they then took him
with them to the conference, which, in spite of its extreme
importance, does not seem to have been of a very formal
nature. In the sequel this chance intrusion came to be
of decisive influence. But the curious may remark that
the satire of history was so ordaining events that at this
same moment news was coming in to the Chancellery at
Berlin telling how the last" loyal " troops had now gone
over: the Alexander Regiment, the Naumburg
Chasseurs, the Jiiterbog artillery. The Chasseurs had
been drafted into Berlin for the express purpose of
dealing with the insurrectionists, so that their desertion
was " final and decisive/' as Prince Max says* Prince
Max, at Berlin, must have been hearing of this desertion
at the precise moment when von der Schulenberg, at
Spa, was delivering his brave words about the faithfulness
of the army*

The von der Schulenberg intrusion perhaps made the
conference run on lines not quite those intended* The
intention had been to confine proceedings to opening
the Emperor's eyes* Hindenburg, whose dignified and
straightforward conduct towards the Revolution has
rightly earned him the devoted gratitude of his country,
began the discussion by begging the Emperor to accept
his resignation, '* since what I have to say cannot be
said by a Prussian officer to his King/* However, the
Emperor only replied good humouredly: " Well, well,